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Partnership Updates
Third year of on-site operations at TCP.
We have 3 nurseries (garage, shop, shed) plus the kennels at White Pines.
In the past year, we have added 2 outdoor cages for small mammals and birds. We
are still working on building a 20’x50’x16’ flight cage.
The new cages are in addition to the 6 raccoon cages, 1 opossum cage, and the
“beaver palace” that have been on site for several years.

Internships and More
Last year, due to flooding and other issues, we had to completely shut down our facility in
Louisville (Ash Grove). All of our operations took place at Turkey Creek last year!
In the summer of 2019, 1 (Level II) intern lived on site and 18 other interns completed their 12week program at Turkey Creek.
2019 was our second year offering advanced, residency internships at Turkey Creek. We are
repeating the program this year with 3 students in residency.
We have purchased a building in Omaha to build a new Wildlife Center and Hospital. The
renovations of that building are now on hold due to fundraising constraints caused by the COVID19 crisis. We will be operating completely at Turkey Creek again in the summer of 2020.

2019 Animal Statistics
MORE THAN
6,000 WILD
ANIMALS
WERE HELPED
AT TURKEY
CREEK IN 2019!

WHAT A
DIFFERENCE
ANOTHER
YEAR MAKES!

2018 Rehabilitated On-Site
150+ Raccoons
400+ Opossums
12 Red Fox
4 Coyotes
1 Bobcat
400+ Fox Squirrels
3 Gray Squirrels
500+ Bats (5 different species)
800+ Eastern Cottontail Rabbits
50+ Woodchucks
1,500 + birds from over 60 different species
50+ Snakes
40+ Turtles (6 species)
A bunch of other stuff (ground squirrels,
shrews, moles, mice from 3 different species,
bullfrogs, leopard frogs, hitchhiker lizards,
hitchhiker scorpions…)

Vs. 2018
100+ Raccoons
175+ Opossums
13 Red Fox
2 Coyotes
150+ Fox Squirrels
3 Gray Squirrels
47 Prairie Dogs
450+ Bats (5 different species)
250+ Eastern Cottontail Rabbits
500+ birds from at least 25 different species
(including sandhill crane, marbled godwit,
nuthatch, red-headed woodpecker, hummingbird,
and many more!)
28 snakes (5 species)
11 turtles from (5 species)
A bunch of other stuff (northern shrews, a mole,
some mice…)

Animals Currently on Site
11 Fox Squirrels (adults)
35+Cottontail rabbits (babies)
25+ Fox Squirrels (babies)
1 Raccoon (baby)
7 Raccoons (adult)
16 Opossums
1 Bobcat
2 13-lined ground squirrels
Approx. 470+ big brown bats
1 Silver-haired bat
1 Porcupine

3 Woodchuck
1 Northern Flickers
1 Crow
1 Sandhill Crane
4 Pigeons
1 House finch
4 Box Turtles
1 Red-eared slider
1 Brown snake
1 Rat snake
1 Garter Snake

Released from rehab this week:
10 Opossums
1 Canada Goose
2 Virginia Rails
6 Red Foxes
1 American Bittern
2 Snapping Turtles
1 Bull frog
(HOORAY FOR SPRING!)

7 Painted Turtles
1 Pheasant

(as of 4/1/20)

1 Slider
1 Turkey

Notable Cases of 2019
This opossum was found October 30th with a
noose around its neck, by a good Samaritan
in Omaha. He had extensive bruising and
facial injuries due to being flung about and
hung, but miraculously he recovered over
the next few months and will be released in
the next week! (We don’t generally release
long-term cases in the middle of the winter.)

“Dirsko” the juvenile bobcat was hit by a car (twice)
in north-central Nebraska last November and
brought to us by a Game and Parks officer. He had
surgery to repair a femoral fracture and has made a
miraculous recovery. His final veterinary recheck
should be in April and he will then go into a final,
large outdoor enclosure before being released into
the wild.

This raccoon somehow got herself stuck in
the closed-system garbage
compactor/dumpster at a south Omaha
Walgreens last fall. Luckily they saw her
before running the compactor and we
were able to get her out. She was
observed and released after 2 days.

Babies!

(eastern fox

squirrel, Virginia opossum, big
brown bats)

Left: One of a group of
Colorado chipmunk babies
that was transported to
Omaha inside a truck that had
been parked in Colorado.
After being raised at NWR,
they were repatriated to the
Longmont, Colorado area for
release.

Right: A softshell turtle having
a fishing hook removed from
its mouth by Dr. Keith Halsey.

Top: Killdeer Chick
Right: Spotted Sandpiper Chicks

More Babies –
Eastern kingbird
fledgeling (left)
Eastern cottontails
(right)

Release Day!
(Release site near
Valparaiso, NE)

Take Care Everyone!
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